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1. These Guidelines are formulated in accordance with the “Regulations Governing the Conferment of Graduate Degrees at National Chung Cheng University.”

2. Doctoral students at the Institute who have passed the Doctoral Candidacy Qualification Examination and completed the required credits may apply for the doctoral degree examination.

3. Doctoral students must submit the following documents to the Institute at least two months prior to the doctoral degree examination to apply for the formation of the Doctoral Dissertation Examination Committee:

3.1 Application Form
3.2 Proof of Passing the Doctoral Candidacy Qualification Examination
3.3 A peer-reviewed and published (or accepted) paper. For co-authored papers, the student must provide evidence that they are the first author and contributed 60% or more.
4. Composition of the Examination Committee
The composition of the Doctoral Dissertation Examination Committee shall be governed by the following regulations:

4.1 Committee Membership: The Committee shall consist of five to nine members, including at least one member from outside the Institute.

4.2 Thesis Advisor: The thesis advisor must hold the rank of Professor, Associate Professor, or an equivalent position.

4.3 Other Committee Members: Other members of the Examination Committee must meet at least one of the following qualifications:

(a) Have previously held the position of Professor.

(b) Possess membership at Academia Sinica or have held the position of Research Fellow at Academia Sinica previously.
(c) Have previously held the position of Associate Professor or served as an Associate Research Fellow at Academia Sinica and possess substantial academic achievements.
(d) Hold a doctoral degree and demonstrate significant academic achievement.
5. Members of the Doctoral Dissertation Examination Committee shall be officially appointed by the President of the University.
6. Applications for the doctoral degree examination shall be submitted to the Institute at least three days prior to the University’s deadline for degree examination applications each semester, together with the following documents:
6.1 Application Form

6.2 Official Academic Transcripts
6.3 List of Examination Committee Members
6.4 Consent Form from the Convener of the Doctoral Dissertation Examination Committee 
The doctoral degree examination may be held no earlier than two weeks after the application is submitted.

7. The passing score for the doctoral degree examination shall be 70, with 100 as the maximum. The final grade shall be determined by the average of the scores assigned by the attending committee members. If one-third or more of the committee members assign a failing grade, the examination shall be considered failed. Grading shall be conducted only once.
8. Candidates who do not pass the doctoral degree examination are permitted to retake the exam once within their period of study, either in the subsequent semester or the following academic year. A subsequent failure on the retake will lead to dismissal from the doctoral program.

9. Any matters not specified herein shall be handled in accordance with the “Regulations Governing the Conferment of Graduate Degrees at National Chung Cheng University.”
10. These Guidelines shall become effective upon approval by the Institute Affairs Meeting and submission to the Office of Academic Affairs for record-keeping purposes. The identical procedure shall be followed for any subsequent amendments hereto.

1

